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How far would vou

o0
to have a baby?

The average cost of a single in vitro fertilization attempt in the United States is about
$12,400. In India, it’s roughly one quarter the price. Already young couples are
doing the math, booking vacations and coming back pregnant. By Brian Alexander

$12,400
for IVF in the

hen Janice Garfunkel hit her mid-
thirties she knew she wanted to
have ldds. There were just two prob-
lems: She was single, and she wasn't
rich. Being single didn't daunt her,
and she wanted children so badly that she forged ahead with
fertility treatments even though they might cost her tens of
thousands of dollars and weren't covered by her insurance,
She started with a relatively simple procedure called in-
trauterine insemination (IUT), in which donor sperm were
placed in her uterus. IUI cost a few hundred dollars, but
unfortunately it failed. So she decided to pursue in vitro
fertilization (IVF), despite its $12,000 price tag.
Garfunkel was prepared to make the financial stretch,
but, by chance, she happened on a magazine article about
a swrogate mother in Israel. The article said that IVF for
the smrrogate cost only $2,300. That price seemed ridicu-
lously low and ineredibly appealing. Garfunkel, a rabbi, had
spent time in Israel and had friends there. So she e-mailed
a friend in Tel Aviv. Could this be possible? she asked.
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“I got a message back saying, ‘Yes, it’s true. The best guy
is Dr: Kol, and here is his e-mail address,” she recalls. Gar-
funkel contacted Shahar Kol, M.D., a fertility doctor in Haifa.
He agreed to take her on as a patient, and within weeks she
was making plans to fly to Israel. “It was that easy,” she says.

Getting pregnant in Israel was simpler than she could
have imagined—in fact, she conceived after just one IVF
attempt; eight months latex, back in the U.S,, she gave birth
to a daughter; and three years after that she used the frozen
embryos from her first procedure to conceive her second
daughter: The total cost for the trip to Israel and the treat-
ments that resulted in two healthy children, now six and
two years old? About $7,000.

Americans are big consumers of high-quality, low-cost
goods made in other countries. We know, as informed shop-
pers, that France makes great wine, [taly makes lovely
shoes and China makes, well, just about everything. And
inereasingly, other countries—like India, Israel, Canada,
Australia and South Africa—make babies for infertile
American couples for prices that are low compared with
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